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• 112 field Officers 
• 38 other Enforcement officers : Senior Officers, Operations, 

SIFS and Forensic Unit 
• 57 Districts, in 4 Regions 
• 1-4 Officers per district 





                                             

The Government of Alberta’s goals are to 
protect, preserve and manage Alberta's 
fish and wildlife, and to protect the lives 
and property of Albertans.  
 



 
• Ensure Albertans understand and follow 

legislation that protects fish and wildlife through 
education, prevention and enforcement. 

  
• Administer programs and operations for human 

/ wildlife conflict management.  
 
• Provide support for public safety programs. 



 Fish and Wildlife officers have the authority to 
enforce a number of Provincial and Federal 
Regulations 



Provincial Acts and Regulations 
 

 Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act and 
Regulation  

 Fisheries (Alberta) Act and Regulations 
 Forests Act and Regulations 
 Gaming and Liquor Act and Regulation 
 Petty Trespass Act 
 Provincial Offences Procedure Act and Regulation 
 Provincial Parks Act and Regulation 
 Public Lands Act (limited) 
 Traffic Safety Act and Regulations  
 Wilderness Areas, Ecological Reserves, Natural Areas 

and Heritage Rangelands Act 
 Wildlife Act and Regulation 
 Peace Officer Act 
 

 
 



 

 
• Fisheries Act (Canada)  
• Freshwater Fish Marketing Act 
• Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994 and 

Regulations 
• Canada Shipping Act, 2001 
• Small Vessel Regulations 
• Competency of Operator of Pleasure Craft 

Regulations 
• Vessel Operation Restriction Regulations 
• Wild Animal and Plant Protection and Regulation of 

International and Interprovincial Trade Act and 
Regulations pursuant to Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species 

• Criminal Code of Canada 
• Controlled Drugs and Substances Act 
• Alberta Fishery Regulations, 1998 







 Investigations of public complaints/tips 
 Officer initiated investigations 
 Interviews/ interrogations 
 Arrests 
 Human source (informant management) 
 Warrants and Authorizations 
 Evidence collection and analysis 
 Court documents 
 Trials and hearings 

 





 Dangerous wildlife response 
 Human/wildlife conflict investigations – 

Mauling fatalities, injuries, near miss 
 Compensation programs 
 Predation on livestock 
 Ungulate damage to agricultural products 
 Bear Response Team program 
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 Professional Standards Unit: 
- Recruitment, training, equipment, uniform, 
internal investigations 

 
 

 Compliance Unit: 
-Aboriginal files, Constitutional File 
Management, Policy, Directives, Standards, 
Judicial Orders, Regulations 







 Undercover Unit  (UCU) 
 Major Investigations and Intelligence Unit (MIIU) 
 Forensic Services –Wildlife Forensics Lab 

 



• The most requested service that is 
provided is DNA matching 

• Species Identification of evidence 
can occur via DNA sequencing, 
protein analysis and physical 
examination.  



 DNA analysis also used to link suspect predators to human 
mauling victim. 

 
 



 Alberta Fish and Wildlife has maintained a capacity to deliver an 
undercover program for over 40 years 

 
  The use of undercover techniques to investigate and respond to 

fish and wildlife crime is common in most natural resource law 
enforcement agencies throughout North America and it is 
considered an integral part of the overall enforcement program 
and an appropriate response to serious fish and wildlife crime. 

 
 Undercover techniques have proven to be a valuable investigative 

tool when responding to serious fish and wildlife crime and 
continues to be supported through various legislation/statutes as 
well as by the Provincial Courts; Supreme Court; Justice; Public 
and fisheries and wildlife managers. 

 



 





The prime purpose of the MIIU is to provide leadership and direction 
in major case file management to ensure that investigations are 
conducted in a comprehensive manner.  
 
 Specialized enforcement techniques 
 
 Provincial Surveillance Team 
 
 Interprovincial and International Communication/Investigations 
 
 Human Source Handling 
 
 Report A Poacher 
 
 Intelligence collection and dissemination 
 



 It is a constant challenge to adapt to changing 
priorities for Fish & Wildlife Officers  

 Wildlife, Fisheries, Public Lands, Aquatic Invasive 
Species place unique and varying demands on 
Officers 

 Districts are spread from Fort Vermilion to 
Blairmore with 1 to 4 Officers per District 

 Most violations are not called into the RAP Line  
 Less than 3% of violations are detected 
 Alberta’s diverse and increasing population 

continues to place new pressures on officers 
 

  











 Fish and Wildlife Officers are trained to conduct 
inspections for mussel fouled boats 

 Stopping vessels at inspection stations, as well 
as tracking down vessels that went by stations, 
is a new challenge in the fisheries enforcement 
world 

 Protecting Alberta’s lakes and rivers from these 
invasive species is virtually impossible once 
they have been released into the ecosystem 





    
          

         
   

 



 What is whirling disease? 
 Whirling disease is an infectious disease of finfish. It is caused by Myxobolus cerebralis. This is a protozoan 

in the Class Myxosporea. 
 

 What species of finfish can be infected by whirling disease? 
 Each species of finfish may have several common names, but only one common name is listed. 

 
 Is whirling disease a risk to human health? 
 No. The causal agent of whirling disease is not a risk to human health. 

 
 What are the signs of whirling disease? 
 Whirling disease is a cause of death in the younger life stages of susceptible freshwater finfish. Overall 

deaths of infected fry and fingerlings can reach 90 percent. 
 Affected finfish may exhibit any of the following signs: 

 
 behaviour 

 whirling swimming pattern 
 

 appearance 
 skeletal deformities of the body or head, for example, shortening of the mandible and indentations on the top of the head 
 tail may appear dark or even black 

 

 Fish & WildlifeOfficers deal with containment, transport of fish and 
stopping transmission of the disease 

 
 



QUESTIONS ? 
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